
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

July 5, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 
10:00 AM Bid Opening – Clerk’s Office LFO Collections 
10:30 AM Discussion – Tonasket EMS District – Rosa Snider 
**11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration– Josh Thomson 
  1:30 PM Work Session – Zone Code Revisions  
  2:30 PM Discussion – Forest Service Project Totes Coulee – Matt Reidy, et al 

  4:00 PM Approve Consent Agenda 

  4:30 PM Work Session – Zone Code Revisions 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on July 5, 2016, 
with, Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, 
and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  
 
The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 9:30 AM. 

 
Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 
Albert Lin, Debi Hilts 
 
Items Discussed: Ms. Hilts explained her research on Exempt status employees, gathering 
overtime data to compare with salary. 
 
Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (g) 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 9:15 AM for 5 minutes with 
Albert Lin and Debi Hilts to discuss the performance of a public employee. Motion was 
seconded and carried. 
 
Executive session was extended another 10 minutes at 9:20 AM.  
 
Executive Session ended at 9:30 AM no decisions were made. 
 
Staff Meeting continued: Albert Lin left at 9:30 AM Vivian Hatley arrived at 9:15 AM 
Employee training, workplace conduct, anti-bullying policy in personnel manual, role playing 
scenario training situations; Fair tablets set up that will be updated by Eric Fritts, Ashley Fry 
has been helping with the camping. At this point the Fair Camping is full and contracts going 
out to campers this week; One key to the office with only Lanie Johns, Vivian Hatley, and 
Ashley Fry have the key access to Fair Office; three counties posse showed up, much less 
than in the past with recruitment for a larger gathering next year; Trustees available to help 
paint trim and clean; Volunteers have not signed up; Ms. Hatley explained the field was 
watered before mowing an overgrown area, but Larry Campbell hit a large rock which started a 
fire. The lawn tractor tire and shroud were damaged. By the time fire DNR came most of the 
fire was out. Fairgrounds staff had already put most of the fire out it started quickly and was 
put out quickly. Commissioner Kennedy explained to be cautious about employees wearing 
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appropriate clothing and foot wear when outside working or using the tractor and mower and 
equipment. Use of the appropriate equipment. Use of the bush hog where grass or brush is too 
long. Larry Campbell working on bush-hog to use instead of the finishing mower to cut the long 
grass. There are Goat Head weeds that need to be taken out around the grounds. Now would 
be the perfect time to catch them. The board would like to get that going, it will be an ongoing 
application routine that will be needed.  
 
Director Huston stated the City of Oroville put language in their contract that Life Line spoke to 
Wayne Walker about. He will attend to that this morning. The other contract for Tonasket EMS 
will be about the same. The wildcard is that it isn’t the total amount of the levy collections. 
Commissioner Kennedy stated this is a negotiated contract. Infrastructure repair funds should 
be considered. Commissioner Kennedy stated that part of the rumblings is that the level of 
service and quality of service and them pulling out of the contract leaving us in a bind. Life Line 
was contracted again. What will prevent that from happening again? Director Huston stated the 
perception is different depending on who is talked to. He will hook up with Wayne Walker and 
check out the ambulances and fire hall. The ambulance repair records may or may not show 
the condition of the ambulance  
 
Bid Opening – Clerk’s Office LFO Collections 
Charleen Groomes, Susan Speiker 
 
Ms. Speiker provided a status report.  
Commissioner DeTro opened the bids and read who they were from. Three bids were opened. 
The Clerk will bring the bids back to review and study and once a company is selected the 
Clerk will provide that recommendation back to the commissioners for official award.  
 
Dynamic Collectors Inc.  
 
Merchants Credit of Washington 
 
ARMADA 
 
Ms. Speiker discussed the work she is involved with in terms of the old cases that must be put 
through a proper process. 
 
Discussion – Tonasket EMS District – Rosa Snider 
Perry Huston, Rosa Snider, two other ladies with Rosa, Life Line, Wayne Walker 
 
Ms. Snider thanked the commissioners for this opportunity to discuss her concerns with the 
Tonasket EMS district. She stated there were many people who wanted to learn the truth of 
what has happened with the district. Many of the EMT’s have gone through so much. She is 
thinking there is no equal to the community EMT’s. Response time is so critical. The local 
EMT’s know our area the best to arrive at an emergency situation most timely. There is the 
trust that when the EMTs show up on an accident site she knows when she left the sense 
there was no question about the care given. To her there is a loss and believes that the Life 
Line EMTs will be coming into a contentious situation. She said patients are not as comfortable 
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getting the care from someone outside the community. She has read things in the paper and 
heard there were press releases submitted. There has been a lot of trust broken with the 
school administration, and trust lost when certain people don’t have accountability. Growing up 
in North county she has saw this all her life. Many stepped up and said that just isn’t supposed 
to work that way. She feels she has failed to do this and failed the community as a whole for 
not communicating ideas that would make it work. She was on the phone with Chris Allan and 
she asked him what he has to loose. She told him he messed his own bed. Before we got to 
this point she feels someone neutral should have been brought in. Opening up the dialogue 
with the community would have been good too and a way to wake people up about the 
problems and sit down to figure it out. We need to talk about this. She came here today to ask 
if there was a chance in the future for getting back the local EMT’s to run the show, what key 
areas they address. She is looking for a road map to get back to the system they had and 
trusted. There is also a financial aspect she doesn’t know much about. If the map is possible 
can a dispute resolution be considered instead of the members burying their heads in the 
sand.  
 
Commissioner DeTro stated because of the steps already taken there is a possibility of 
litigation and the board cannot say anything. There is only some facts that can be corrected 
and that was in the press release. He has been telling people who call him to read the press 
release and the state auditor’s audit report and that would give much information. 
Commissioner Campbell reiterated that the BOCC is the governing board of the EMS district 
and it is their obligation to address the problems. The BOCC worked hard to keep it in place as 
created and their decision was for the best for the district.  
 
Commissioner DeTro explained who constitutes the advisory board. Commissioner Kennedy 
stated so many responsibilities fell on the Advisory Board and Director and to expect 
volunteers to meet the responsibilities was too much to ask. The day to day was truly a small 
task to way beyond what the current advisory board and governing board could handle.  The 
BOCC has been working on this since 2012/2013.  
 
Ms. Snider replied that when we talk about who ends up on an advisory board that 
generational issues happen. When put into a position and that person is comfortable with the 
line between business and person and having people they oversee take it seriously. She 
recognizes that a lot of generational stuff mentality gets in the way of seeing things clearly. 
 
Ms. Snider stated for future sometimes with this district we have to knock them upside the 
head and insist on getting the community involved. She asked about the contract. 
Commissioner Kennedy stated one has not been signed yet, but discussions will begin to 
articulate what the contract will entail. There was talk about a permanent contract with Life 
Line. Director Huston stated there was no such thing as a permanent contract. Ms. Snider 
stated there are people available to appoint the advisory group. She doesn’t read the local 
papers because they are so skewed. She will be a pain in the commissioners’ butt, because 
she cannot stress how emotional the loyalty is to keeping the service here.  She will do 
research to find out what she can do to keep it here.  
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Update – Public Works Administration– Josh Thomson 
 
Maintenance 
Columbia River Rd 
Engineer Thomson stated there is no time limit or solution identified.  
 
Pre-level for this year’s chip seal roads 
 
Weed Spray next week 
 
Frost Road 
 
2nd Avenue Loomis-On the consent agenda for approval, no negative comments at all.  
 
Guard Rail Project Award-Engineer Thomson explained the engineer estimate that was given 
before was actually the whole project cost. He still believes he received good numbers. 
 
Conconully Seven Devils Road  
Completed the paving last week there is striping being done this week and sign placements, 
then mop up after that. Commissioner DeTro asked about the asphalt bumps he saw and 
whether or not the county would be liable. Engineer Thomson stated he would discuss this with 
the contractor.  
 
Bridge Replacements 
 
Permit not obtained yet for B-15 but DOT is right on spot. The tribe is not processing the permit 
as quickly as they have changed the way they notify people and there is a three thirty day wait 
period. The BIA procedures does not allow us to contact them.  
 
Upcoming projects 
Moses Meadows Rd gravel project 
Hwy 7 (Bridge South) 3R 
Designs coming along well, there is some right of way needed on Pine Creek road, so that 
process will begin. He explained the correction for the intersections and bring the slope down. 
It isn’t as much acquisition as it could have been.  
 
Hazard Tree Removal 
This will go out to bid later this month. Commissioner Kennedy asked why that project is going 
out to local bid. It was because there was not time and labor to do the removal. Engineer 
Thomson had recommended the request go out to contract for these services.  
 
Safety Signs 
This will go out to bid later this month. There are special signs that we do not have the 
materials to create. Commissioner Kennedy thought because of the confusion being published 
regarding the county putting the contracts out to private business and taking the work away 
from our local employees, she would like to see our crews do the work they can do in the shop. 
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Engineer Thomson stated he did speak with staff about public information going out and what 
is appropriate and not appropriate. Engineer Thomson stated his crew could not make these 
signs as the order was so big and that is why he recommended it go out to bid and the 
commissioners supported his recommendation to put the signs out to contract.  
 
Commissioners discussed the story the media is after and how they have contacted each 
commissioner to discuss work being taken away from the Public works department.  
 
OCOG Fiscal Management 
 
WSACE Annual Meeting Information 
Engineer Thomson attended the meeting. One thing they discussed was an update and 
increase of fees. It looks like an increase of their scope of enforcements. They are trying to 
assert they can go beyond the ordinary high-water mark. The association is aware of it and will 
be one voice opposing that. The board discussed Department of Ecology Sage Park being the 
area regional director.  
 
Okanogan Interlocal Agreement 
Albert Lin and city have reviewed. This contract is used if there is work that is needed within 
the city limits of Okanogan. There are some areas being requested to be chip sealed. This 
agreement lays the foundation for further work. Engineer Thomson stated if the board is 
agreeable there is a form generated by CRAB that is used in conjunction with the agreement 
which then outlays the scope of work for that specific project. Also, Tonasket agreement is 
expiring soon so that will need to be renewed. Most agreements are the same, he will propose 
the same agreement used with Okanogan as with Tonasket. Attorney Albert Lin was in 
agreement with using it.  
 
Engineer Thomson stated there is a need for two additional staff. There is no one to devote to 
permitting projects and managing those criteria. There isn’t staff to devote that, however there 
is safety project moneys that could be used. Is there anyone qualified? He replied a Tech III 
would be good and most likely that someone will need to be trained. Commissioner Kennedy 
asked that Admin. Ben Rough come and discuss his thoughts with the board. Engineer 
Thomson thought Mr. Rough had already done so.  
 
Commissioner Kennedy asked about the water truck purchase for watering the roads. 
Engineer Thomson stated that was put on the back burner and nothing has been done, but if 
the board feels that he should further pursue, then he would. He discussed a belly dump too 
being efficient. Commissioner Campbell discussed  
 
Gina McCoy, member of the public, arrived about 1:20 p.m. 
 
Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i) 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 1:30 p.m. for 20 minutes 
inviting Attorney Albert Lin and Attorney McKenna to discuss litigation to which the agency is a 
party. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  
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Commissioner DeTro extended executive session 10 minutes at 1:50 p.m. 
 
Commissioner DeTro extended executive session 15 minutes at 2:00 p.m. 
 
Commissioner DeTro extended executive session 10 minutes at 2:15 p.m. 
 
Executive Session ended at 2:25 p.m. no decisions were made.  
 
Work Session – Zone Code Revisions  
 
Discussion – Forest Service Project Totes Coulee – Matt Reidy, et al 
Matt Reidy, Paul Nash, zone timber management officer for Methow and Tonasket worked and 

lived in Okanogan County 28 years, Matt Marsh, Wildlife Biologist Tonasket Ranger District 

 

Mr. Reidy explained his understanding that the commissioners wish to hear about project areas 

early on in the process. 

 

Mr. Marsh explained this coming years some field work and ongoing analysis AMP management 

plans for grazing permits. This is the last go through in Tonasket for Toates AMP which 

encompasses several permittees. Field work will be started this years to see what things look 

like and plan for future 2017/2018 for analysis. The four allotments were shown on the map. The 

four allotments are: Goodenough has 40 pairs. Horseshoe-Sheep allotment-the forest is looking 

at a larger environmental impact statement on impacts with sheep and hope the forest can mesh 

timewise for the horseshoe allotment. Toats Coulee is held by one permittee and has the bulk of 

the pairs run on it. Deadhorse is a small one at 39 pair held by one permittee. Field work will be 

conducted to find out the conditions there. Most of the allotments are cattle.  

 

Commissioner DeTro asked about big horn sheep back there. Mr. Marsh explained two bands 

that are close in proximity. This project is going to be EIS? No, it is at least an EA and won’t 

know if it is bumped up to an EIS. As far as right now, this is an ongoing assessment and is not 

slowing down the permittes as they are already on their allotment. Commissioner Campbell 

asked if the grass length would be assessed. Mr. March stated there are many items they will 

assess in addition to the grass length in order to get a good picture how things are working.  

 

Mr. Reidy stated they did visit with the permittees they did let them know this in on their radar 

screen and what they will be looking at it is no surprise what they will be looking at. The 

producers have not expressed concern other than being able to keep their permit. Mr. Reidy 

stated they will be gathering information then having a discussion with the permittees regarding 

their management routine to identify if there are other ways to access and look at it with DNR. 

How do they work with DNR on the rotation system to find out what works best. They plan on a 

trip next week to check out the conditions there. That will be the start of their evaluation. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked if notes would be taken of allotments that show the good the bad 
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and the ugly. Mr. March replied yes, those notes will be taken. Mr. Reidy stated they have had 

conversations with the permittee about areas of concern. They also look at past notes. Mr. 

March stated fencing is a major thing and will be working with permittees on how best to rotate 

the stock. Next fiscal year they will start the meetings, scoping, then complete late 2017. NEPA 

will be done in the first part of 2018. The commissioners would prefer to go over the notes before 

the scoping. That will also be more of an official meeting for coordination. Director Huston 

thought the board would be interested in meeting again to go over the creation of the 

alternatives. The commissioners would like that to be arranged. Mr. Reidy asked if the 

commissioners would share what they know about the areas in order to begin scoping in that 

area. They are a long ways from that right now.  The commissioners appreciated the effort to 

coordinate these projects with them. Mr. Reidy explained several priority projects that went 

through a process where all the upland projects were looked at to generate a list from a range 

management standpoint. 

 

Mr. Nash explained the 5-year plan for the Tonasket Ranger Dist. He provided a map that 

showed the different project allotments. The 2003 work done on the Conger range seemed to 

stop the fire where the areas were treated. The burn out work helped. The 2015 fire beaver lake 

area is included on the map. Mr. Reidy stated the west side of the district was deferred because 

of one reason or another, so they plan to go back into those areas. MR. Reidy stated they are 

flexible on the last two.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about bug kill. The biggest issue is defoliation and isn’t as bad as 

in the past. Mr. Nash stated with all the blowdown last year that there will be a beetle increase. 

Mr. Reidy stated this is the best plan they have right now.  

 

Mr. Reidy updated the board on the 42 road to find solutions to reopen it. He discussed a 

commercial firewood and looking for people looking for materials to remove the dead trees 

around the road. He asked for help to identify people looking for commercial wood. MR Nash 

discussed doing a lottery where two people got picked to cut the wood. The resources advisory 

committee RAC, Mr. Marsh is on a roll getting work started and material purchased and has 

done a lot of work in a short amount of time. He appreciates the commissioners’ assistance. 

They have handed out fencing materials to people and have nearly exhausted all the materials 

they had stockpiled. The information is on FED BIZOPS. There are options available that give 

flexibility. The commissioners thanked them for this good news.  

 

Mr. Reidy stated he has done very well with the RAC and looks forward to visiting with them 

again for more money. He thanked the commissioners for the opportunity to discuss the 

projects.  

 

Approve Consent Agenda 
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Commissioner Campbell consent agenda items 1-7 except for items 2 and 5, motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

1. Request for Food Purchase – Superior Court 

2. Fair Advisory Committee Appointment – Larry Campbell 

3. Housing Authority Appointment – Ron Whiteside 

4. Resolution 55-2016 Reducing Board of Equalization Membership 

5. Resolution 56-2016 Utility Franchise Fiber Optic Line – Colville Confederated Tribes 

6. Resolution 57-2016 Adopting Second Street-Loomis onto County Road System 

7. Bid Award 2015 Guardrail Project – Frank Gurney, Inc. 

 

Motion Appointment Letter Fair Advisory Committee Larry Campbell 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the appointment letter of Larry Campbell to 

the Fair Advisory Committee. Motion was seconded, Commissioner Campbell 

abstained, motion carried. 

 

Motion Fair ABCO Rents.com Tablet Expenditures 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the expenditure in the amount of $1,865 for 

the rental fee for the Fair Tablets for 2016 Fair. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Motion Oroville Rural EMS District  

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the BOCC and convene as the Oroville 

Rural EMS district. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Motion Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the voucher of Oroville Rural EMS in 

the amount of $24,572.10 for March and $21,079.69 for April services. Motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Oroville Rural EMS and convene as 

the BOCC motion was seconded all were favor, motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Agreement between the Department of 

Commerce and Okanogan County for the CDBG Public Services Grant for the grant 

award for July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2018 and authorized the chairman to sign. All 

were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Laura Super arrived at approximately 4:30 p.m. and began taking notes. 

 

Work Session – Zone Code Revisions 

Angie Hubbard, Perry Huston 
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Director Huston explained this is a work session to go over the zone map. 
Commissioner Kennedy asked whether or not any of the advisory group members have 
reviewed the map and information. He has heard nothing from nobody. The information 
is online on the Planning website. Commissioner Campbell wanted to go over the 
nightly rental code. He has had several people inquire of him and he would like to better 
understand. 17.82.070 and the district use chart which will show the zones. Director 
Huston recapped that it be in a planned development in the Methow review district and 
the rest is permitted. They tried many years ago a sunset law where everyone had to be 
in compliance. The court ruled that anyone prior to adoption is grandfathered in and the 
rest had to be in compliance. The legal non-conforming exempts nightly rental from that. 
It articulates a reasonable time period to recoup their prior investment. Commissioner 
Campbell went through the 17A.270 and asked about the conditional use chart. Page 
121 tourist accommodations shows the areas where a Planned Development is 
required. For the Methow review district you would have to be in a Planned 
Development which is no change, but the rule does change for the rest of the county.  
 
Director Huston stated the board would hear from both sides of the spectrum from those 
who would like to see all nightly rentals be a planned development and others who 
don’t. He explained who would need a permit, who would need a Conditional Use 
Permit and permit, and who would need a permit and a Planned Development.  
 
Director Huston explained 
 
Commissioner Kennedy asked about challenges that might happen once the plan is 
adopted. Director Huston explained that it is valid upon adoption.  
 
Commissioners continued the review switching to Cannabis operations. Director Huston 
explained the conditions and amortization schedule. He stated there were three and the 
Planning Commission had cherry picked among the three. The general requirements 
include a Conditional Use. The Planning Commission did away with the amortization 
which would have been very difficult to enforce. Legally established cannabis operations 
in existence prior to the adoption date of this code are considered. The Conditions of 
Approval section was reviewed. Commissioner Kennedy asked about the water 
conditions set out which says that the project shall have a lawful source of water. The 
irrigation district will be required to approve the operation use of the irrigation district 
water. Director Huston discussed the Kim case and how that case might determine how 
water exemptions would be applied. He discussed the lawful source of water and how 
that is determined.  
 
Commissioner Kennedy explained some concern about penalties. Director Huston 
stated the language could bring forward the requirements for getting a Washington state 
license. RCW 69.50. 
 
Commissioner Kennedy discussed the recommendation brought to the board’s attention 
by the Pest Control Agent regarding burning of waste and smoke from the marijuana 
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operation. Director Huston stated anyone would have to comply with the RCW 
regarding the odors.  
 
Motion Letter of Engagement Orrick 
Commissioner Campbell moved to sign the appointment letter of engagement with 
Orrick, Herrington, and Sutcliffe LLP, the firm Rob McKenna is a partner. Motion was 
seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  
 
Commissioners signed a letter of congratulations to Elizabeth Widel for her 3,000 
column.  
 
Motion Resolution 56-2016 Fair Cash Drawer 
Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve resolution 56-2016 directing the Treasurer to 
write a check to replenish the Fair office cash drawer in the amount of $29. Motion was 
seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  
 
Commissioner DeTro adjourned the 5:30 p.m. 


